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FIRST LANGUAGE ARABIC 
 
 

Paper 0508/02 

Reading and Directed Writing 

 

 
General comments 
 
The following points should be noted for future candidates: 
 

• Candidates should not exceed the stated word limit.  Some answers to Questions 1 and 2 wrote 
more than twice the stated word limit. 

 

• Candidates must ensure that they read the question carefully and understand what is required 
before they begin to answer.  They must be sure to answers all parts of the question. 

 

• Candidates should be reminded not to copy out portions of the text, but to answer in their own 
words and personal style of writing. 

 

• Candidates appear to require more practice in nominal sentences and grammatical analysis. 
 
 
Comments on specific questions 
 
Question 1 
 
Examiners were looking for answers which drew out the main ideas from the two texts with regard to joining 
an IT club and for clarity, language, presentation and style of writing.  Answers should have been written in 
the form of a letter to a friend.  Some candidates copied out large sections of the texts; others used ideas 
from only one text.  Not all candidates wrote their answer in the form of a letter. 
 
One example of a good answer to this question was the response: 
 

 
 
Question 2 
 
Examiners were looking for answers which drew ideas from both texts and which were written in the form of 
an argument between a parent and a teacher, in which the parent tried to persuade the teacher to purchase 
a computer for the student to access the internet.  Candidates were also required to use their personal 
experience in answering the question, although some failed to do so.  As with Question 1, some candidates 
used ideas from only one of the texts.  Some candidates also failed to write in the form of an argument. 
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Question 3 
 
Examiners were looking for the correct vocalisation and explanation of the underlined words. 
 
Common mistakes included the following: 
 

 
 
Question 4 
 
Examiners were looking for appropriate words, correctly vocalised, to be supplied by candidates.  Many 
candidates answered this question correctly.  Acceptable answers included: 
 

 
 
Question 5 
 
Candidates were required to supply an example of four grammatical structures by including each in a 
meaningful sentence.  Only a few candidates managed to answer all parts of the question correctly.  
Acceptable answers included: 
 

 
 
Common mistakes included the following: 
 

 
 
Question 6 
 
Marks were awarded for correct grammatical analysis of each of the underlined words.  Only a few 
candidates managed to answer all parts of the question correctly.  Common mistakes included the following: 
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Paper 0508/03 

Continuous Writing 

 

 

General comments 
 
Candidates were required to answer one question from a choice of nine.  Every question was attempted, but 
some were more popular than others.  The poetry question (Question 5) proved more popular this session 
than in any previous session.  The photograph question (Question 9) also proved more popular than usual. 
 

Some answers did not fulfil the requirements of the question rubric.  There were some answers which were 
very focused, imaginative and well written.  Some otherwise good answers to Questions 2, 3 and 6 were 
spoilt by grammatical errors and a poor introduction.  Some answers were lacking in their paragraphing and 
punctuation. 
 

Most candidates managed to portray rounded characters in their stories and a realistic depiction of events, 
particularly in response to Questions 1 and 7. 
 

 

Comments on specific questions 
 

Question 1 
 

Candidates were required to write a story based on the meaning of an Arabic proverb.  Many candidates 
produced a detailed description of the central character about which they chose to write in order to illustrate 
the meaning of the proverb.  One example of a good answer to this question was the following: 
 

 
 

One candidate wrote about a wife who was very talkative and fond of gossip, particularly in relation to work.  
This led to her revealing confidential information to someone she thought was an ordinary customer but who, 
in fact, was an inspector.  So her fondness for gossip got her into trouble at work. 
 

The following are examples of common spelling mistakes and grammatical errors which marred the work of 
candidates: 
 

 
 

Question 2 
 

This was a very popular question.  Examiners gained the impression that many candidates enjoyed 
responding to this question, although some made no mention of their feelings, as required by the question. 
 

One answer which scored high marks for its description of the castle and its location included the following 
description: 
 

 
 

Another good answer which was notable for its description of the inside of the castle was the following: 
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The following are examples of common spelling mistakes and grammatical errors which marred the work of 
candidates: 
 

 
 
Question 3 
 
The standard of answers to this question varied widely.  There were some very good and detailed answers, 
but also some which failed to respond to all aspects of the question, particularly the reasons for the 
establishment of the shopping centre. 
 
One good answer included the following: 
 

 
 
The following are examples of common spelling mistakes and grammatical errors which marred the work of 
candidates: 
 

 
 
Question 4 
 
Only a few candidates managed to answer this question well.  Many candidates did not write their answer in 
the form of an article for submission to a local magazine.  Some candidates made no mention of their 
feelings, as required by the question; others mentioned only one piece of work for which the person was 
famous, whereas the question stipulated that three pieces of work should be referred to. 
 
The following are examples of common spelling mistakes and grammatical errors which marred the work of 
candidates: 
 

 
 
Question 5 
 
Candidates were required to write about the meaning of some lines of poetry.  Marks were awarded for use 
of the meanings in another form of writing.  Many candidates who chose to answer this question did so in an 
effective, imaginative and expressive manner, clearly bringing out the feelings conveyed by the poetry. 
 
Question 6 
 
This question seemed to capture the attention of many candidates. 
 

 
 



0508 First Language Arabic November 2003 

6 

Question 7 
 
This was a very popular question.  Some candidates wrote about crime, some about a family problem, and 
others about false friendships.  The Examiners noted that many candidates failed to draw a distinction 
between the singular, the dual case and the plural in their use of pronouns.  The story which candidates 
wrote should have concluded with a sentence including a plural personal pronoun (their).  Many candidates 
concluded instead with a pronoun in the singular or dual case as they had used in their story. 
 
Question 8 
 
This was not a popular question.  Among the topics which candidates chose to write about were the latest 
model of television, mobile telephone, computer and air conditioning.  The majority managed to write and 
explain a good marketing strategy for the chosen product in their imagined capacity as a company sales 
representative.  Many candidates wrote well about their own experience when illustrating their answer. 
 
Question 9 
 
This question required candidates to write about the photograph printed on the Question Paper.  Many 
candidates wrote their answer in the form of a story and scored good marks as their work highlighted the 
main features of the photograph in an imaginative and original manner. 
 




